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Our gathering this month focused on the theme “Symbols in the Sanctuary.” The theme 
followed directly from last month’s discussion about “the Jesus who calls us to this work,” and 
with all that has been happening in our nation, it was extremely appropriate. 
 
Prior to our gathering, Michael Howard primed the conversation by sending out notes from last 
gathering with a link to an op-ed in the New York Times by Thomas B. Edsall titled “The 
Capitol Insurrection Was Christian Nationalism as It Gets.” The title of the opinion piece was 
borrowed from the words of Samuel L. Perry, a Professor of Sociology at Indiana University-
Perdue University Indianapolis. Edsall quotes Perry as saying, 
"Obviously the best evidence would be the use of sacred symbols during the insurrection such as 
the cross, Christian flag, Jesus saves sign, etc. But also the language of the prayers offered by 
the insurrectionists both outside and within the Capitol indicates the views of white Americans 
who obviously thought Jesus not only wanted them to violently storm the Capitol in order to 
take it back from the socialists, globalists, etc., but also believed God empowered their efforts, 
giving them victory.” 
 
Anney Jeandrevin began our gathering with a devotional reading from Robert Chao Romero’s 
Brown Church: Five Centuries of Latina/o Social Justice, Theology, and Identity. The quotation 
used the language of social, cultural, and religious liminality, reminding us that as a Galilean 
under occupation in the Roman Empire, Jesus was a second-class citizen: “When God chose to 
dwell among us to take on human flesh, to make our suffering his own, he chose to be brown. 
When God chose to dwell among us to take on human flesh, to make our suffering his own, he 
chose to be brown.” 
 
We then went to break-out rooms to discuss the mission statement for our network offered by 
Kay Albright and David Long-Higgins: "Honoring each person's journey, and following Jesus’ call 
to extravagantly love all God’s children and creation, we envision a network to build an anti-
racist world that connects, encourages, equips, and empowers for engaging this work in every 
arena of life." With Kay Albright leading our large-group discussion, several changes were 
suggested but a final version was not decided. 
 
Matthew Hogue-Smith than lead our discussion about signs and symbols, asking: What are we 
noticing? How does the Jesus that we talked about in our last session get symbolized in our 
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sacred spaces? How does what happens in the sanctuary socialize us? What might shift if Jesus 
were to be symbolized differently?  

After break-out groups, we brought the questions to discuss as a large group. One person spoke 
about the “symbolism of silence.” This occurs, she said, “when things happen that impact 
people of color…and it is not acknowledged that people are hurting.” Another person spoke 
about how, as an inner-city congregation, they work hard to use symbols that include everyone. 
We spoke about flags hanging in the sanctuary. One person said, “Unfortunately, politics has 
highjacked Christian America.” 
 
One of the resources mentioned was the film, The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman. 
 
Our time together ended with a number of announcements: 
• The Anti-Racism Network will host a virtual book study on Austin Channing Brown’s I’m 
Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness. The group will be lead by our ARN Core 
Team: Anney Jeandrevin, Marla Flewellen, Kay Albright and Matthew Hogue-Smith. Meeting 
times are March 11, 18, and 25 @ 7pm. To register, visit https://tinyurl.com/y4ure4ba. 
• Everyone was reminded to register for the Faith Formation Online Conference on 
February 26-27, 2021. The theme for this year is “Live It: Engaging the Sacred Texts Through the 
Lens of Cultures.” Our keynote speaker will be Rev. Dr. Velda Love, Minister of Racial Justice, 
Justice and Local Church Ministries for the UCC. To register, visit 
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehh0u0uh1197fdbe&ose
q=&c=&ch=. 
• Everyone was encouraged to watch The Black Church on PBS, with a Screening and 
Community Conversation on February 9 at 6pm. For more information, visit 
http://tinyurl.com/blackchurchscreening. 
• Our Facebook Group is now operating at 
facebook.com/groups/heartlandconferenceARN. 
 
The presentation slides for our gathering (which only includes the agenda, proposed mission 
statement, key questions, and announcements) can be found online here. 
 
The Heartland Conference's Anti-Racism Network will continue to meet monthly on March 4 
(the first Thursday of the month) at 7 pm. Our April meeting date will need to be rescheduled, 
as it falls on Maundy Thursday. 
 
For the Zoom link to join the gathering, click here. 
To download the iCalendar file and add these dates to your calendar system, click here. 
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